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referred to as 'Townsend's Regatta'. He captured 17 guns
and 18,000 prisoners. Meanwhile Nixon took Nasiriyah, col-
lecting another 17 guns and 1,000 prisoners. After this the
Indian Army command decided that Townsend should press
on to Kut, since at this point on the Tigris the Shatt-al-Hai
would give his troops a line of communication with those
of Nixon at Nasiriyah on the Euphrates. Again Townsend
was successful. More guns and prisoners were taken, and
the fleeing Turks were pursued by the cavalry half way to
Baghdad. 'The idea of pushing on as far as Baghdad had
already taken shape even before the occupation of Kut. . . .
The military authorities at Home, while admitting the possi-
bilities of capture, regarded permanent retention as out of
the question with the limited numbers available, and they
declared that if the place was to be held, Nixon must be
reinforced by two divisions.' 54 But the Government, feeling
that some dramatic achievement would be the correct antidote
to the disappointment which had just been occasioned by
the failure of the Dardanelles campaign, soon became insistent,
and Nixon was ordered to advance. Townsend was a little
late in starting his column up the Tigris, owing to shortage
of supplies, and the Turkish Army meanwhile had time to
obtain reinforcements.

Not for the first time in this history, a battle was fought
at Ctesiphon, and in a loop of the river just south of the
ruined archway one can still see the trenches and earthworks
where the little Anglo-Indian army fought against consider-
ably superior numbers. After suffering severe losses, Towns-
end was compelled to return to Kut.* Nixon subsequently
decided that he should remain there and risk the investment
of the town.

The siege of Kut was no epic. It was, in fact, in some
ways one of the most depressing episodes of the last war.
Nixon had thought that Townsend would certainly be relieved "
before his supplies ran short. The German Field-Marshal
Von der Goltz, who had just taken supreme command of the
Turkish Forces in Mesopotamia, also realized that an attempt
of this sort would be made, and accordingly moved part of
the four divisions at his disposal some way down the river,

* Air reconnaissance also showed that the Turkish army had received
considerable reinforcements.